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serious illness and discontent among his troops ren-
dered any attempts of this sort out of the question ;
and the shattered Moghul forces which had opened
the invasion so brilliantly reached the confines of
Bengal in March, 1663, Mir Jumla dying just before
Dacca was reached. The Indian campaigns in those
far off days seem always to have been conducted on
stupendous lines ; and the present day mind can
scarcely conjure up the spectacle of these great battles
in the neighbourhood of Gauhati and Tezpur, with
many thousands engaged and the river covered
with several hundreds of warships as well joining in !
How Mir Jumla marched and manoeuvred his forty
odd thousand troops by land is not stated, but con-
sidering there must have been thousands of camp
followers as well, the whole operations are indeed
wonderful, particularly so when compared with the
great difficulties we have always experienced in
moving a few hundred troops about Assam in all the
little border operations that have occurred since we
came on the scene there. Moghul writers at that
time speak of the river traffic and commerce on the
Brahmaputra as being very heavy, while the Ahom
war boats were numerous and all mounted cannon ;
which shows the condition of prosperity and strength
to which that nation had attained in the middle of
the seventeenth century. It would appear, how-
ever, that according to Mir Jumla's treaty of peace,
Moghul garrisons were left in Gauhati until the pay-
ment of the war indemnity had been settled in full
by the Ahoms, whose new king refused the demands
made by Firoz Khan to settle up completely.- This
refusal started the war again in 1667, and an Ahom